
 
Tony Robson 
Group CEO 

Knauf Insulation Holding GmbH 
Am Bahnhof 7, D-97346 Iphofen/Postfach 10, D-97343 Iphofen 

Tel. +49 9323 31-2240/ Fax +49 9323 31-2241 
www.knaufinsulation.com 

 

 

 

 

Mr José Manuel Barroso 

President of the European Commission  

B-1049 Brussels 

Belgium 

 

 

9 January 2014 

 

 

 

RE: 2030 Climate and Energy Package - energy efficiency boom or bust, your choice 

 

 

Dear President Barroso, 

 

If words were action in the field of energy efficiency, then I would be opening new factories in 

Europe but as they are not we have just closed a factory in Italy and are planning to open three 

new plants in the US, Asia and Turkey. 

 

If words were action on the cost-effective potential from energy efficiency in existing buildings 

we would be opening a plant in Europe every month, today we have no plans to build any 

additional plants in the region. 

 

Whilst I could not have hoped for nicer words in support of energy efficiency from the 

Commission, Energy Ministers and even Heads of State, I still face a future where there is no 

binding energy efficiency target and therefore our investors simply won't believe that the 

statements made about the potential will actually be realised. 

 

They won't believe because energy efficiency does not happen by itself. There are factories 

across Europe that have potential insulation measures that have pay-backs of less than three 

months that do not get implemented. As the CEO of an enterprise I believe in the market but 

even I have to accept that if pay-backs of three months are not being realised then the market is 

failing and intervention is necessary. I know that buildings should be renovated - it would make 

economic sense - but they are not being renovated. I knew that the lifetime cost of insulation in 

new build always paid back, often many times over, but before Europe acted and put in place 

regulation, the measures simply did not happen by themselves. 
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The wider economic benefits to Europe of a strong energy efficiency policy are manifest and 

well known but let me remind you of some of the highlights: 

� Renovation of buildings and the installation of energy efficiency measures is labour 

intensive and cannot be off-shored. 

� The type of labour employed in such activities are the lower skilled people that make up 

the vast bulk of our EU wide unemployed and who are most likely to remain long-term 

unemployed. 

 

As you consider how to act within the upcoming debate on the 2030 climate and energy 

package, you can decide to support binding measures for energy efficiency or not. But if you 

don't you are taking a decision to not leverage the opportunity that energy efficiency offers. 

Companies like ours will not invest on words but rather we will look at other places to spend our 

resources. Rather than carbon leakage you will allow our global lead on energy efficiency 

industries to leak out of Europe. You will also condemn us all to an energy future where rather 

than leveraging the cost-effective potential from energy efficiency and making our economies 

more competitive and less exposed to foreign energy prices, you will lead us towards greater 

dependence on foreign energy and a grossly wasteful expenditure on new energy infrastructure. 

 

I, my company, the energy efficiency industry as a whole and all Europeans need the 

Commission to take leadership and support action. We need you to show the market the 

direction you want us to go, to signal that the future will be one where we build our 

competitiveness based on things we control, such as our commitment to energy efficiency, and 

not on the things we don't, like world energy prices. 

 

The International Energy Agency just called energy efficiency our "first fuel" - forget the shale 

gas boom for a second and remember that the biggest energy resource we have is energy 

efficiency.  

 

It's now over to you to decide whether we uncap the wells and let this industry boom with all 

the attendant employment benefits this would bring, or not. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 


